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STRONG, HAND-MADE ROSARIES — in black or white, with small, 
oval plastic beads, durable nickel chain and oxidized centerpiece 
and crucifix. 16 inches long. $1.25 each. 


DURABLE, HAND-MADE ROSARIES — fashioned to last a long time, 
in pink, blue, amber, and dark blue, with large, round plastic 
beads, nickel chain, ever-bright centerpiece and crucifix. 22 inches 
long. $1.75 each. 


Order from: 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Rosaries Repaired 
Rosaries rechained in nickel silver ............................-----------0-+-- $1.00 
in sterling silver $1.50 
New cross or center extra. 
Sisters’ side rosaries rechained in strong nickel silver, $1.25. 
Rosaries made of any beads you send, for same price as re- 
chaining. « 
Send to: 
Mr. J. Randall, 3232 Lexington, Kansas City 24, Missouri 








For the Jifonth of JiJary 


MALL attractive, prayer-book-size pictures of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, with prayer on reverse, twenty-five different subjects. 


Packages of 50 for 50¢ 
Packages of 100 for $1.00 


Pictures that will honor Mary as the Queen of your home. 
In soft photo-tone shades, ready for framing. 


Our Lady of the Sacred Heart — Von Oer’s beautiful painting 
of the Madonna holding the Christ-Child on her knee, with His Sacred 
Heart visible. 18 x 26 in. 50¢ 


Mother Most Admirable — Mary enthroned as Queen, with 
crown and sceptre, holding her Divine Child. 9 x 14 in. 20¢ 


Order from: 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Rosaries Make Appreciated First Communion Gifts 
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Mary, Queen and Mother of all Mankind, 


is the unfailing way to the Heart of Jesus. 











Mary, Sweetest Queen 


\ HE month of May is a month of promise and stirring life. Win- 
try blasts have softened into the balmy zephyrs of spring. All 
nature is in festive array. A few months ago the icy hand of 
winter gripped the earth in a strangle hold, so that it seemed 

impossible that it could ever burst forth again into verdure, or produce 
again so much as a green blade of grass. And yet what has happened? 
The April showers fell, the warm sun beamed down, and now all nature 
is again instinct with life. The trees, full of fragrant blossoms, hold in 
them the promise of the delicious fruit of summer, and fields lush with 
tender shoots assure a rich autumnal harvest. 


Yes, this is May, the fairest month of the year, dedicated to Mary, 
our Queen and Mother. How truly proper that the Church has chosen 
this month of glad reawakening, this month of new life and promise, 
to dedicate to her who in the order of grace represents the springtime 
of man’s redemption, and contains the promise of God’s sunshine and 
favor! Long and dreary had been the winter of God’s wrath after 
man’s fall in Eden. For centuries the world lay in the chill of spiritual 
death. Like nature held in the grasp of winter, men were spiritually 
dead, unable of themselves to regain the life of grace. But the time of 
man’s redemption arrived at last. God willed to reawaken man to spir- 
itual life, to breathe upon this cold and lifeless corpse and rouse it to 
new life and activity. The clouds of God’s anger are rent asunder, the 
sunshine of infinite love falls upon the world, and from the frozen earth 
springs forth an Immaculate Lily, the fairest flower of the root of Jesse, 
Mary, our Queen! 


Gifts for Our Queen 


So beautiful and radiant is Mary in her spotless purity, so en- 
trancing even to the eye of God, that, looking down upon her, the Holy 
Spirit exclaimed: “Thou art all fair, My beloved, and there is no stain 
in thee!” Yes, what beauty, what grandeur, what delicate tints of 
heavenly grace surround our august Queen, and with what joyful hearts 
should we not hasten to her altar during this month of May to pay her 
our grateful homage. But let us not come empty-handed. We are wont 
at this time of the year to pluck flowers from field and garden and offer 
them to our amiable Queen. These flowers, however, are only symbols 
of a far more precious bouquet that we should present to our Blessed 
Mother. It is the offering of our hearts, our entire self, that we must 
make to her, and through her, to Jesus, our Lord and Savior. 
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Flowers will soon die and wither, but hearts once dedicated to 
Mary, once placed upon her altar and inflamed with the spark of love 
from her maternal bosom, will never fade or grow cold or indifferent. 
She will nourish these tender plants placed in her keeping and insure 
them a plentiful harvest in eternity. As Mary brought spiritual life to 
the world at large, so will she also bring the sunshine of God’s grace to 
everyone who turns to her with childlike confidence. She is still the 
Mother of Divine grace and the Refuge of sinners. 


Not only Admiration—but Imitation 


What will you do during the month of May to prove your love for 
Mary? True devotion to Mary consists not only in admiration, but 
also and especially in imitation. And there is so much to imitate in our 
Blessed Mother. She stands before us as a perfect exemplar of virtue, 
as the Mirror of Justice. But there are two main qualities that every 
sincere child of Mary should try to acquire, namely, her deep, practical 
faith, and her generous, self-sacrificing love. 

Mary’s faith was strong and living. It stood the acid test of suf- 
fering. Yes, it was especially during the dark night of the Passion that 
the star of her faith shone out so resplendently. Her whole life was 
guided by faith. She saw the Son of God in the helpless Infant of 
Bethlehem, and acknowledged and worshipped the Divinity of Christ 
hanging on the Cross. 

You also need faith. The just man, as St. Paul tells us, “lives by 
faith.” Ask your Blessed Mother for a spark of her faith, that you 
also may live by faith, that you may see God everywhere, in your home, 
in your duties, in all the events of life. Begin to live your faith, to be 
actuated by supernatural motives, and, like Mary, you too will rejoice 
the Heart of God. 

Then, learn to imitate Mary’s generous love. Was there ever a 
more complete and unconditional oblation made’ to God by any crea- 
ture than that which Mary made on the occasion of the Annunciation! 
She understood well the will of God. She knew the Scriptures and the 
meaning of the prophecies concerning the Messiah. She realized that 
to be the mother of the Savior meant not only the thrills of Bethlehem, 
but also the nameless agony of Calvary. Nevertheless, she abandoned 
herself completely to the will of God. Recall her words: “Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord, be it done to me according to thy word!” What 
a sublime dedication! What a striking summary of her generous love! 
Mary’s whole subsequent life was only an echo of that first whole- 
hearted surrender. 

You, too, need a generous love if you wish to be a real follower of 
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Christ: a love that is strong enough to rise above the demands of unruly 
nature; a love that can say “No” to self; to the world, and follow Christ 
on the way of His commandments and higher virtue. Inordinate self- 
love in the hearts of men, selfishness, greed and lust, are the cause of 
all the misery in the world. Therefore, beg your Blessed Mother for a 
ray of her love, that you also may begin to love God as she did, with 
your whole heart and soul. 


Our Advocate and Queen 


Our most blessed Queen is always in the Divine Presence, acting 
as our advocate, and interposing by her prayers with God in our behalf. 
She well sees our miseries and our dangers, and as a most clement and 
gracious Queen, compassionates and succors us with a mother’s love. 
All the saints testify that Mary, the Mother of Mercy, never abandons 
those who have recourse to her. We need then but to have recourse 
to our holy Mother and Queen, and place all our hope in her in the 
needs of our soul, for Mary is the paradise of God, whence flow the 
streams of living water to moisten the earth. She is the channel of 
God’s most precious graces, and as Queen of all creation, delights to 
dispense to her devoted subjects the treasures of heaven. 

The liturgical feast established by Pope Pius XII to be observed on 
May 31st has placed Mary’s Queenship in the foreground. Who does 
not rejoice in this ray of glory that has thus been added to her diadem! 
Ah, may she always be the Queen of our hearts, and may her dominion 
in our lives direct all our desires and striving to that eternal possession 
of God, who is the sovereign Good and source of all true goods. We 
know the charity, the goodness, the mercy of our Queen, and so our 
confidence in her is unbounded. By her assistance we hope one day to 
have a place in that eternal Kingdom of God, where she now reigns as 
Queen. 


Spiritual Vitamin for May 
Thou art my Mother, O Virgin Mary: keep me safe lest | 


ever offend thy dear Son, and obtain for me the grace to please 
Him always and in all things! 300 days’ indulgence 





With this May issue, TABERNACLE and PURGATORY begins its 
fifty-second journey around the twelve months of the year. Won’t you 
give it an admission ticket to some new homes this month by sending 
us some new subscriptions? As a token of appreciation we will send 
you for each NEW subscription a Brown Scapular of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel. Subscription Price: $2.00 a year; 2 years, $3.00. 
Canada and foreign countries: $2.25 a year; 2 years, $3.50. 
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OR those who love, or want to love, Christ for His own sake, the 
feast of His Ascension into heaven must be one of the most joy- 
ous of the entire year; because this feast is one of such glory, 
happiness, and if we may speak thus, reward, for Jesus, our 

Savior. The Ascension is the completion, the crowning of His life and 
labors, His sufferings and humiliations on earth. In our poor human 
language it is all but impossible*to speak of the glorious welcome which 
awaited Christ in that heaven He had left to redeem mankind. Can 
we imagine or translate into human emotions the meeting between 
Father and Son? “Glorify Me, Father,’ Jesus had prayed, and now 
it is His Father’s pleasure to do so in transcendent measure. Indeed, 
if Christ had not told us so, it would be scarcely believable that a human 
nature with a body like ours is in the most exalted place in heaven after 
God the Father, above Seraphim and Cherubim, above Angels and Arch- 
angels. Let us remember this when we are tempted with disgust and 
impatience for our bodily frailties; let us remember and rejoice that, 
seated at the right hand of God, is a body such as ours—the human 
nature of the Risen Savior. 

It was on this first Ascension day that Our Lord began His heav- 
enly priesthood, showing His glorious wounds to the Father by way of 
intercession for our sins. “Hitherto you have not asked anything in 
My Name,” Jesus had said, but now, “Ask and you shall receive, that 
your joy may be full!” For our glorious and immortal Savior, only 
heaven can now be a suitable dwelling. Earth, this place of obscurity 
and death, can hold the full radiance of His splendid glory and power 
no longer. But He has not forgotten us. No! Has He not already told 
us: “I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go to prepare a place for 
you, I am coming again and I will take you to Myself; that where I am 
you also may be.” Our Redeemer ascended to His heavenly kingdom 
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in order to show us that this place of blessedness is not and cannot be 
of this world. He ascended before us to teach us to follow Him there 
in mind and heart. As by His Death and Resurrection, Christ gave. us 
an assurance of death to sin and life through the grace of the Sacra- 
ments, so by His Ascension, Our Lord instructs us to raise our minds: 
and hearts from the earth and material things to Him enthroned above, 
so that one day we, too, may be in heaven with Him. It is for. this 
reason that the Church has us ask on this feast “that our minds may, 
dwell amid heavenly things.” 


As if to impress this hopeful longing for the bliss of heaven and 
union with Christ indelibly on our minds, Jesus, who is Divine Wisdom, 
chose to make evident a beautiful harmony between His sufferings and 
the crowning triumph of His Ascension. Where was it that the Passion 
of Our Lord began? At the foot of Mount Olivet in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. During these agonizing hours His humanity was prey to 
such sadness, weariness, fear and anguish that the very blood burst 
from His veins. We shall never be able to realize what bitter sorrow 
tore at Christ’s Heart there in the Garden of Olives, a sorrow so terrible 
that it forced from Him the prayer: “Father, if it be possible, let this 
chalice pass from Me.” Yet, where was it that our Divine Savior en- 
tered into the joys of the Ascension? Jesus who, let us remember, is 
one with the Father and the Spirit, chose the height of this same Mount of 
Olives which had witnessed His abasement, from whence to ascend to 
heaven! There where, as a Victim for our sins, Divine Justice had fallen 
on Him like a vengeful torrent, it now crowns Him with incomparable 
honor and glory. 


With Christ in heaven to offer His merits for us continually, we can 
establish this same harmony between our daily sufferings and our even- 
tual triumph in heaven. However laborious, painful and tedious our 
days may be, we have the grace of His Sacraments, we have His Church, 
we have Christ Himself on our altars to sustain and support us. With 
the promise of Ascension joys set before us and with the help of our 
triumphant Redeemer, there is no temptation we cannot vanquish, no 
difficulty we cannot overcome, no trial we cannot endure, no worldly 
and sinful pleasure we cannot forego. Journeying thus with our eyes 
fixed on a heavenly goal, our lives will be lives of peace; not the elusive 
peace sought by a selfish generation, which is only escape from all duty 
and all care; no, ours will be the peace Christ knew when, His Passion 
accomplished, He ascended to His Father, not now the solitary heir 
of His transcendent joys, but the first-born of many adopted brothers 
and sisters who follow Him in brave procession through the wide-opened 
gates of heaven. 
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Girded with Strength 


HE historical Pentecost which we commemorate in the feast ob- 
served on May 20th concerns the coming of the Holy Spirit 
upon the Apostles and members of the infant Church, or simply 
upon the Church itself. There is another Pentecost which con- 

cerns each of us individually—the day on which the Sacrament of Con- 
firmation is received. This coming of the Holy Spirit to individual souls 
is worthy of our pondering, for it is the Holy Spirit who vivifies each 
member of the Church and fits each into his proper place in the Mystic- 
al Body. 

Some time ago our holy Father, Pope Pius XII, called upon Catho- 
lics to put into action the profession of their Faith, to be aware of the 
teachings and practices of the Church, to be consistent in their belief 
and practice, to be militant apostles of the truth. This counsel—as no 
one knows better than the Father of our souls—is of utmost importance 
today. Seldom before have the enemies of Christ, by false and specious 
arguments and by aggressive propaganda, so savagely sought to contro- 
vert the truth of Catholicism, to destroy all faith, and to prevent the 
practice of religion. However, God, in His Divine Wisdom, has pro- 
vided the spiritual forces to resist by the outpouring of His Holy Spirit. 
He has made the Sacrament of Confirmation a wellspring of spiritual 
courage and heroism, of steadfastness and apostolic zeal for the up- 
building of the Mystical Body. He has placed in it the special Divine 
help that makes Catholics militant and able to withstand the onslaught 
of evil, and to protect themselves from the vicious attack which leaves 
even the very air tainted with fumes of impurity and unbelief. 


“Soldiers” in Christ’s Army 
Through Baptism the children of men become “children of God,” 
but, as children, there is lacking in them the strength and courage of 
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Christian maturity. They are like the Apostles after Christ’s ascension 
into heaven. They believed in Christ, but feared the Jews; they lacked 
courage to face suffering and death for the sake of the doctrines in 
which they believed, and which they had been commissioned to teach 
to all nations. But once they had received the Holy Spirit on Pentecost 
Sunday, they were entirely changed. No longer did they hide them- 
selves from the Jews. They openly preached Jesus Christ and upbraided 
their listeners for murderjng the Christ who was sent to redeem man- 
kind. They became fearless, militant, active apostles! 

The Sacrament of Confirmation takes the Christian soul from the 
stage of childhood to adulthood, and makes it a mature, strong and 
perfect Christian, a “soldier” of Jesus Christ. Ba tism’ gives life; 
Confirmation, as the word itself indicates, gives strength and the grace 
to become saints. But Confirmation does not make saints automat- 
ically; it gives the power for the individual to make a saint of himself. 

Confirmation is the Sacrament by which the Holy Spirit comes to 
the soul in a special way in fulfilment of Christ’s promise: “You shall 
receive power from on‘high.” In the act of confirming, the Bishop 
prays over all who are to receive the Sacrament: “May the Holy Spirit 
descend upon you and may the power of the Most High preserve you 
from sin.” Extending his hands over them, he asks God to “send forth 
upon them Thy sevenfold Spirit.” He then imposes his hands on each 
person and anoints the forehead of each with holy chrism in the form 
of a cross, while he says: “I sign thee with the Sign of the Cross, and 
I confirm thee with the chrism of salvation, in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” Gently striking the person 
on the cheek, he says, “Peace be with thee.” And when all have been 
confirmed, he prays, “Confirm, O God, that which Thou hast wrought 
in us. .. Grant that the hearts of those whose foreheads we have anointed 
with holy chrism, and signed with the Sign of the holy Cross, may, by 
the same Holy Spirit’s coming down upon them and graciously abiding 
within them, be made the temple of His glory.” 


Significance of the Ceremonies 


The symbolism of Confirmation is both beautiful and clear. The 
imposition of hands signifies the coming down of the Holy Spirit. The 
holy chrism, a mixture of olive oil and balsam blessed on Holy Thurs- 
day, is an emblem of peace and plenty; for as oil saturates and spreads, 
so is the Holy Ghost diffused over the powers of the soul. The oil 
signifies the spiritual vigor and strength of will conferred by Confirma- 
tion, and the balsam, the “odor of good works” that one whe uses well 
the graces of Confirmation must give forth. As oil burns and illumi- 
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nates, so Confirmation gives light to the understanding. Oil soothes 
and softens; similarly, Confirmation facilitates the observance of God’s 
law. 

The anointing in the form of a cross, the universal sign of belong- 
ing to Christ, marks the person as a “soldier” of Jesus Christ, ready 
to’ carry His Standard ‘by professing his faith openly and fighting for 
it. The Cross is the weapon by which Our Lord conquered the devil 
and sin, and leads souls to victory. The slight blow on the cheek is a 
reminder that the soldier must be willing to suffer death, if need be, 
for the sake of his King. It denotes the meekness he must show in trials. 


The whole ceremony signifies that the Holy Spirit comes down 
upon the soul with His manifold and treasured graces, to enable it to 
overcome the three enemies of the soul, the world, the flesh, the devil, 
and the temptations they suggest. He comes to operate in the spiritual 
life in a special way through His heavenly gifts and to make the soul 
constant in the midst of the evils and trials of life. 


A modern writer thus beautifully expresses this truth: “Confirma- 
tion confers and is intended to effect the possession and use of the cour- 
ageous practice of Faith, Hope and Charity, through Wisdom, Under- 
standing, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety, and the Fear of God. 
The ecclesiastical name for all these gifts is POWER—power to begin 
as well as to resist, power to break down inordinate self-love, thus en- 
abling man with a free spirit to fear God alone, and to serve Him— 
proof against sensual pleasure and human respect.” 


The Sacrament stamps into the soul a character or indelible mark, 
which is a testimony that he who was a child of God by Baptism is 
now a soldier of Jesus Christ; he is in the royal army of the God-Man. 
This character is his charter or guarantee of a right to actual graces 
when needed. This character will be forever his glory in eternity, 
if he remains a true and loyal soldier of Christ, or his eternal 
shame, should he be guilty of spiritual disloyalty or treason. Saint 
Ambrose writes so well of this character: “We are sealed by the Spirit 
that we may be able to keep within us the splendor and likeness of 
Him and His grace; and this is assuredly a spiritual seal: for though 
we are visibly ‘signed in our body, yet in truth it,is in our heart that we 
are signed, that the Holy Ghost may express in us a picture of His heav- 
enly likeness.” 


A Triple Dedication 


A person who has received Confirmation may look upon himself as 
a king. He is a king to rule his passions and maintain his royalty by 
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battles. He is also a priest, a priest to sacrifice himself on the altar 
of his heart. And he is a prophet, to announce by word and act his 
belief in a future life. How noble is this triple dedication and how 
calculated to commend sanctity to souls! Passions which would other- 
wise degrade the soul, desolate family and friends, and trouble society, 
are, by the power of the Holy Spirit, made subject to reason and forced 
to serve as means to reach the heights of holiness. 


Confirmation Calls for ACTION 


lt would be a sorry mistake for the confirmed Catholic to sit back 
passively and congratulate himself on having been spiritually enriched 
and raised to a new state. Confirmation has made him a recipient of 
Divine energies, but they will remain ineffective unless he co-operates 
by putting forth efforts. The Sacrament of Confirmation is a dynamic 
power. The actions of the Apostles after the coming of the Holy Ghost 
show that they were indeed activated by a new energy, a Divine power. 
They went forth from the Cenacle to preach the Word of God and ex- 
tend Christ’s Kingdom with an intrepid faith and an unflagging zeal 
and courage that refused to be shaken even at the threat of death. 


If all Catholics were only responsive to the grace received in Con- 
firmation, if they only permitted themselves to be actuated by the Holy 
Spirit, then the force of Catholicism would be evident in the world. 
Confirmation involves a social responsibility. Each of us must have at 
heart the extension of Christ’s Kingdom, the growth of His Mystical 
Body. If we are to be worthy of the name Catholic, we must stir up 
the grace of God which is in us by the anointing of Confirmation and 
the imposition of the Bishop’s hands, so that, animated with a holy 
zeal, we may fight the battles of the Gospel, of the Church, of Christian 
faith and morality. We must stir up that grace and show that we pos- 
sess an intense and ardent spiritual life; that we are loyal citizens of 
Christ’s Kingdom, brave crusaders who are willing to carry the Cross 
of Christ into the marts and by-ways of the world. 


We know the condition of the world today. We know the spirit 
of irreligion that is abroad, the materialism, the naturalism, the atheism, 
the hatred of all that the Church stands for. We know the violent 
attacks on morality, the setting aside of the Commandments, so as to 
reduce men to the level of beasts. But we do not lean upon a broken 
reed. By the grace of our Confirmation the Holy Spirit has come to 
abide in us as the General who leads us in all our battles; we have the 
omnipotent power of God to help us in the conflict and ensure our vic- 
tory. 
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Pentecastal, Narena 
May 11 to 19 
[‘ THIS day and age, when unrest sweeps over 


fore, to direct them in righting a strife-swept world. 


tentment so desired by all right-thinking persons. 


for the reunion of Christendom, and for world peace. 
their private intentions. Those who wish may send 


Mindful of the fact that this is the year for a 


times. 


hearts of all, so that devotion to Him, so essential in 
may ever increase. 
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the earth, people 


and rulers need the guidance of the Holy Spirit more than ever be- 


It is all too ob- 


vious that men alone cannot bring about that lasting peace and con- 


Wishful thinking 


will not help either. We need more people ON THEIR KNEES, beg- 
ging the all-powerful and all-loving God to have pity and mercy upon 
the peoples of the world, and through His Holy Spirit to direct men’s 
thoughts aright, that charity may once again reign amongst mankind. 

The PENTECOSTAL NOVENA, which Pope Leo XIII ordered 
to be annually observed in the Church, will commence on May 11th and 
close on the vigil of the Feast, May 19th. The chief object of this No- 
vena in our Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adcration will be to implore the 
light and guidance of the Holy Spirit for our spiritual and civil leaders, 


Our readers are 


cordially invited to unite with us in this Novena, and to include also 


us a list of their 


intentions to be placed on the altar during the Novena. 


new Presidential 


election in our country, and also for the election of many new members 
in Congress, let us commend this intention very specially to the Holy 
Spirit, and ask that God-fearing, upright men may be chosen to govern 
and guide our beloved America to safety and peace in these crucial 


Every day, souls are enriched with spiritual and temporal gifts 
imparted by the Holy Spirit. May He, the God of Love, inflame the 


the spiritual life, 

















Ours to Know and to Love 


E WERE taught, as little children, that we were created in 
order to know and to love God; but how seldom we think 
of this truth amid the many demands of daily life! Because 
the thought of God fills us with awe and reverential fear, 

and a sense of our littleness and unworthiness in contrast to His great- 
ness and magnificence, we shrink from making the effort really to know 
Him as we should. And so perhaps but few of us really try to explore 
the sublime mystery of the Blessed Trinity as it is presented to us by 
our Catholic Faith. In consequence, we miss what should be our great- 
est happiness in life, the greatest gift we can possess: a wider and fuller 
knowledge of God, of His Goodness, His Omnipotence, His Mercy, and 
all His wonderful attributes, and a more intimate union with Him 
growing out of this knowledge and love. 

We know well that after this life comes a never-ending eternity— 
an eternity of inexpressible happiness or of unutterable woe—depend- 
ing upon our use or misuse of God’s gifts to us. Here in this life we 
must exercise faith. In heaven we shall be rewarded according to the 
degree of perfection our faith has reached. Now, the one great cen- 
tral object of our faith is GOD. How necessary it is then for us to 
know Him! St. Thomas Aquinas in his youth insistently asked of his 
teachers the one question: “What is God? What is He in Himself: in 
His true self?” This burning question should likewise occupy our 
minds from the dawn of our reason till the close of our earthly pil- 
grimage. Our taste for this knowledge should be insatiable because 
its subject is inexhaustible. 

But how are we to know God? We must use our minds to think 
about Him; we must read about Him in Holy Scripture and other 
books; we must study Him through the works of nature; above all, we 
must ask Him in prayer to make Himself known to us. 

‘“‘We want to know more about God?” asks a spiritual writer. “Let 
us go to the creatures of the earth whom He has fashioned, and who 
can speak of Him. Let us seek Him in creation; let us lovingly con- 
template Him in the magnificence of the universe: the sun by day, the 
stars by night, the earth and the sea, all life and motion, light, joy, 
beauty, all these are His witnesses! The heavens show forth the glory 
of God, and the firmament declareth the work of His hands (Ps. 18:2). 
The birds sing of His loving kindness. The tiniest flower of the field, 
more gorgeously arrayed than Solomon in all his glory, tells us of the 
tender providence of the Father in heaven. The very stones have a 
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voice and proclaim Him, and, in listening and being attentive to these 
million voices of nature, our knowledge and our love of the good God 
will grow in depth and intensity. A saint used to stroke the flowers 
gently with his staff and say: ‘Ah, hold your peace, you chide me, you 
cry out the excess of the love of God!’ ” 

The beauties of this world give us just a passing glimpse of the 
infinite beauty of Him whom they reflect. And it is thus with all His 
other attributes. Nothing can aid us more in learning to know God 
than the study of His wonderful attributes. 

By piously and thoughtfully reading and 
re-reading the Gospels and other parts of 
the Bible, we shall enlarge our knowledge 
of God. But we must read, not for the 
sake of mere human learning, nor out of 
curiosity, but for love alone. If we read 
the Scriptures with the eager desire of gain- 
ing some golden particles of the knowledge 
of God, we shall assuredly find therein 
treasures of untold value. For there God 
has portrayed Himself in human language, making use of our modes of 
thought and expression. Out of love He has thus accommodated Him- 
self to our small capacity, as a fond parent stoops down to a little babe 
and stammers and babbles with it in a childish way. 

There are also many books written about God which will help us 
to gain a greater knowledge and a deeper love for Him.* 





Mary and the Blessed Trinity 


The attributes of God are mirrored in the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
By studying her perfections we shall also gain a clearer knowledge of 
the perfections of God. How our hearts thrill as we think of her, the 
fair Lily of the effulgent and ever-peaceful Trinity! God seems to come 
nearer to us as we think of Him and His operations in her, His chosen 
one. And we never see Him so clearly, nor understand Him so well as 
when we see His various attributes reflected in a wonderful way in 
Mary. Let us try to see Him, then, in her and through her. Let us ask 
her to teach us what she knows of God, according to our capacity to 
receive. 

Mary is called the Blessed Virgin. Her very name echoes the name 
of the Blessed Trinity, for she is, as it were, the echo of God. She her- 


*Our booklets, ‘‘Devotion to the Most Holy Trinity,’’ and ‘‘What 
Is God?”’ are both very helpful. 15¢ each. Order from: 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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self foretold that all generations would call her blessed because God, 
the Mighty One, had done great things in her. The Eternal Father 
looks lovingly upon her as His elect Daughter. Would that we knew 
the love of the heart of Mary as she called Him Father! The Incarnate 
Word claims her as His Mother. Would that we could learn from His 
Sacred Heart the secret of the joy with which He took His human na- 
ture from Mary and first called her Mother! Mary is the Spouse of 
the Holy Spirit. She is wrapped in an embrace of love of which we 
have no conception. The Holy Spirit overshadowed her. He formed 
the Sacred Humanity of Christ—His greatest, most glorious work— 
from the heart’s blood of the Immaculate Virgin. He was ever with her. 
He possessed her in all her ways, in her conception, in her life and death. 

O Mary, teach us how to hold converse with God, and how to keep 
Him ever with us. Reveal to us some of the sublime secrets whispered to 
you by the Holy Ghost. Make us living temples of God’s Holy Spirit! Ob- 
tain for us some of your love, some of your knowledge of the Blessed Trin- 
ity—of the three Divine Persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit—our Life. 

We seek to know Thee better, our great, good God! May the light 
of the Holy Spirit be granted to us, for we cannot know Thee unless 
Thou revealest Thyself to us. O Father, show us how Thou art Father! 
Let us have but one thought of Thy love for the Eternal Word. O Son 
of God, show us Thy Father and Thy burning love for Him, that our 
hearts too may burn with this same love. Spirit of the Father and the 
Son, join our hearts inseparably to our God, and make us love su- 
premely, entirely, this greatest of mysteries, the Mystery of the Blessed 
Trinity! 


The Symbol of Your Heart 


Uor candle burning before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 
is like your heart—the glowing flame is always pulsating, 
and it can be unendingly telling Jesus that your heart is pulsating 
with love for Him. As the flame leaps and falls it symbolizes 
the aspirations and acts of faith and love, the hopes and desires 
of your heart. 

A large wax candle will be burned for a day and a night 
before the Blessed Sacrament exposed in one of our Sanctuaries 
of Perpetual Adoration for an offering of 50¢; for one week for 


$3.50; and for an entire month for $12.00. 


Kindly address: 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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St. Joseph, 
the Model Working Man 


AST year our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, designated St. Jo- 
seph as the Patron of Workers, and instituted a liturgical feast 
to be celebrated annually on May Ist in honor of St. Joseph, 
the Workman. This feast is intended to counteract the godless 

demonstration of the enemies of God held annually on “May Day,” and 
to give this day, as it were, a Christian baptism, so that, instead of 
being a stimulus for discord, hate and violence, it will be a recurring 
invitation to modern society to reverence the dignity of labor and to 
strive to accomplish what is still lacking for social peace. In St. Jo- 
seph, all workers find a most powerful patron whom they may confi- 
dently invoke in all their needs, as well as one whom they may revere 
and love and imitate. 

While St. Joseph’s special mission on earth was to protect Our 
Lord’s helpless infancy, to safeguard Our Lady’s honor, and to toil un- 
tiringly for their welfare, plying his humble trade of village carpenter, 
we must not suppose he was only a rustic, ignorant laborer, as fancy has 
sometimes pictured him. Such a one would not have been a fit com- 
panion for that most exquisite flower of womanhood that ever glad- 
dened this valley of tears, nor a suitable guardian and tutor to the 
Divine Child. Rather, we must suppose that he was perfectly fitted 
and equipped for his lofty mission. 

We know that St. Joseph was of noble extraction, being a lineal 
descendant of King David, as was also the Blessed Virgin. And we 
may be sure that beneath the coarse clothes and rough exterior of the 
workman was a heart attuned to the tenderest feelings of love and de- 
votedness, a mind enlightened by the splendors of God’s truth, a re- 
finement of thought and speech that fitted him to share the companion- 
ship of Jesus and Mary. 

We may likewise be sure that St. Joseph led a life of sublime 
prayer and union with God, not only in the unruffled calm of Nazareth, 
but also amid the dangers and anxieties of Bethlehem and Egypt. 
Though prayer flourishes best in solitude and retirement, we learn from 
St. Joseph’s example that a prayerful spirit may be kept up in a life of 
great activity and distracting cares. This is accomplished by living con- 
tinually in the presence of God, by carrying around with us a spiritual 
atmosphere of prayer, which the greatest outward activity and the most 
absorbing interests of life cannot dissipate. 

‘No matter what our position in life or our circumstances may be, 
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we are all more or less discontented with them.) How often we are wont 
to envy those who are endowed with greater gifts, more brilliant quali- 
ties, or a more fortunate environrhent. We long for an opportunity to 
get out of the common rut and do great things for God and the Church. 
We forget the fundamental principle of the saints that success in life is 
measured not by the things we do but by the motive for which we do 
them; that holiness consists not in doing extraordinary things, but in 
doing our ordinary actions extraordinarily well. 

Here the lowly and 
retired life of St. Jo- 
seph inculcates a much- 
needed lesson. It teach- 
es us that the most 
commonplace existence 
may be lifted up and 
ennobled by the power 
of a high motive; that 
even the trials of life, 
its poverty, toil and 
suffering may be con- 
sidered as so many 
rough blocks to be 
chiseled and carved by 
patient resignation 
into shapely stones 
that will raise up to 
heaven the edifice of 
character and holiness. 





What though our life be hard and uninspiring, the burden heavy, 
the daily strain unremitting, little or no time afforded for prayer or 
the things of the soul? Is our life harder, our round of duties more 
taxing than was St. Joseph’s? He never wrought miracles or accom- 
plished deeds of renown. He was, in the eyes of the world, but a com- 
mon carpenter in a village of ill repute. Outside his own household, 
no one ever praised his handicraft; no monument of his workmanship 
has been handed down as a precious heirloom. Most likely his work 
was not exceptionally remarkable except for the purity of intention 
with which it was performed. 


Let us thank God for having consecrated and ennobled bodily labor 
by raising a humble toiler to a throne in heaven next to that of the 
Queen of the angels and saints. Let us strive to ennoble and sanctify 
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our labors by doing them all for the glory of God, and for the love of 
Jesus and Mary, as did St. Joseph. And let us with great confidence 
invoke the help of St. Joseph in all our labors and trials, being assured 
that no one ever had recourse to him in vain. We may be confident 
that St. Joseph takes seriously the new responsibility placed upon him 
by the title of Patron of Workers, and that it will be his greatest happi- 
ness to come to the aid of all who call upon him. 


To Win by “Retreating” 


ATTLES are not usually won by retreating. However, a strategic, 

planned retreat has more than once been the prelude to a brilliant 
victory. Most especially is this the case in matters of the spirit. Christ 
Himself showed us the way when He prepared for His mission of re- 
deeming mankind by a forty-day “retreat” in the desert. Knowing 
the value of prayerful silence and leisure to think about the “things that 
are God’s,” Christ invited His Apostles to “come apart and rest awhile” 
when they returned to Him flushed with triumph after their first ven- 
ture in the mission-field. His invitation to all of us is similar: “Come 
to Me, you that labor and are burdened, and I will refresh you.” 


One of the best ways to seek and find this refreshment offered by 
Our Savior is to make a retreat. Three days of peace in an atmosphere 
of quiet understanding; three days of unhurried discovery or re-dis- 
covery of the deeper meaning of this life; three days of release from 
the nervous tension of over-crowded schedules is a blessing many have 
experienced and have returned to know again year after year. During 
the days of a retreat, long-standing problems and difficulties can be 
talked over and cleared up with an experienced director of souls. De- 
cisions can be reached and life shaped to higher ideals through the 
grace of a good confession. 


Best of all, the retreat can be made as a family. Together, hus- 
band and wife and children can share in the exercises of the retreat. 
refresh and strengthen their love for one another in Christ and through 
Him. They can recognize anew in these fruitful days God’s eternal 
plan for the family as a school of Christian sanctity which leads to one 
great goal—heaven and union with Himself. 


If you would like to make such a retreat, you can do so on any 
weekend of the year at the Family Retreat House, Conception, Missouri. 
A retreat at this Benedictine Abbey, participating in the life of the 
monks, in their liturgical prayer, High Mass, observing them at work, 
is an experience you will not soon forget. Married couples and entire 
families will find accommodations in attractive cottages built on the 
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monastery grounds only a short walk from the Abbey church. Retreats, 
conducted by a Benedictine Father, begin every Friday evening of the 
year and end Sunday afternoon. There is no stipulated fee, just a 
voluntary offering. Reservations should be made in advance. Con- 
ception Abbey is in Nodaway County, Missouri and is easily reached 
from Omaha, Des Moines, Kansas City, St. Joseph and many other 
points. In the past seven years, 8000 people have come from twenty- 
seven states to Conception for Retreats. Most of them combine a 
VACATION and Retreat. For further information, write to: — 


Retreat Director, Conception Abbey, Conception, Missouri 


Sacred heart Pilgrimage 


Preparations for the pilgrimage to Paray le Monial (announced in 
our April issue) are now nearing completion. We hope that some of 
our readers will be among the privileged ones to visit the scene of the 
apparitions of the Sacred Heart to St. Margaret Mary and to celebrate 
there the Centennial of the Feast of the Sacred Heart. 


Paray has been called the “Holy Land of Europe.” Pope Leo XIII 
compared the site of the apparitions to Calvary, where the Redemption 
of the world was achieved. Our Lord Himself told St. Margaret Mary 
that devotion to His Sacred Heart would be like a “new” redemption, 
meaning that thereby the effects of His Redemption would be renewed. 


May 30th is the date of departure from New York aboard the 
Queen Elizabeth; June Ist, from New York, via Trans World Airlines. 
The schedule presents a most appealing and interesting itinerary, em- 
bracing several world-famous shrines, besides Rome—the “shrine of 
shrines,” and many other points of interest from the standpoint of re- 
ligion and otherwise. Rates are very reasonable. Descriptive folder 
with full information may be obtained from: — 


Catholic Travel Office, 1108 Dupont Circle Bldg., Washington 6, D.C. 


Or from: — Rev. Francis Larkin, SS.CC., % Lanseair Travel Service, 
1026 — 17th Street N.W., Washington, D.C. 








(C= May we kindly ask those who send for booklets etc., not to 
enclose loose coins in their envelope, as oftentimes a hole is worn 
through and the coin is lost. Strip coins with Scotch tape to card- 
board, or use a coin slot, or wrap in some way. God bless you! 


MAY — 1956 19 











A Marvelous Mystery and 
a Mystery of Marvels 


ORPUS CHRISTI, observed on the last day of May, is a feast 
which stimulates the mind to reflection and moves the heart to 
love, for it is concerned with God’s greatest gift to mankind, 
the Holy Eucharist. 

Two things we hold as of faith concerning the Holy Eucharist: 
first, that our blessed Lord is really present in the Sacrament under the 
appearances of bread and wine; second, that He is present, not by com- 
ing down from heaven after the manner of His going up from Mount 
Olivet, but by the change of bread into His Body and the change of 
wine into His Blood. The former is the doctrine of the Real Presence, 
the latter, that of Transubstantiation. 


The Real Presence 


It is and ever has been the faith of Catholics that Our Lord is as 
truly and as really present in the Holy Eucharist as He was in the stable 
at Bethlehem or in the cottage at Nazareth. And if any one asks us on 
what ground we believe this we answer that our faith is founded upon 
the teaching of that Church which the Word of God declares to be the 
pillar and mainstay of the truth. The One, Holy, Catholic and Apos- 
tolic Church so teaches, so has ever taught, and we take her word for 
it, in this as in other things, without an instant of hesitation or shadow 
of misgiving. Yet the Church herself, speaking by the mouth of the 
Apostle, would have us be always ready to give every one that asks a 
reason for the hope that is in us. And she directs us, for proofs of 
this particular doctrine, to the books of the Old Testament and the New, 
which she has carefully guarded throughout all the ages, and which she 
guarantees to be inspired by God Himself. 


Types and Figures in the Old Testament 


The Old Testament, as St. Paul makes plain to us, was a shadow 
of the New, which is the substance. In that Old Covenant of God with 
His Chosen People there is ever a promise of a new and more perfect 
one. It is no poetic fancy, in this instance, but an overruling Divine 
purpose which makes “coming events cast their shadow before.” The 
things of the Law were but types of “the good things to come.” And 
there were many types of these good things, that is, of the Holy Eucha- 
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rist.. There was: 1) that most striking figure of the Eucharist, the sacri- 
fice offered by Melchisedech in bread and wine; 2) the Bread of Propo- 
sition which, as we read in the first Book of Kings, only the pure and 
holy could receive, and only priests could dispense; 3) the bread baked 
in the ashes and given by an angel to the Prophet Elias, who went by 
the strength of that bread forty days and forty nights unto Horeb, the 
Mount of God (3 Kings 19:5-9) ; 4) the unleavened bread taken by the 
Israelites with the Paschal lamb; 5) the blood of the Testament with 
which Moses sprinkled the people (Exodus 24 and Heb.9) ; 6) and last, 
but not least, the manna with which the children of Israel were fed in 
the wilderness for forty years until they entered the land of promise. 

Now, let it be well understood that none of these types and figures 
has been fulfilled if we take the Blessed Eucharist itself to be but a 
figure of the Body and Blood of Christ. A figure foretokens not another 
figure, but a reality. Hence, as Melchisedech offered sacrifice in bread 
and wine, and as Our Lord is a “priest forever after the order of Mel- 
chisedech,” He must have offered, under the form of bread and wine 
(which are the figure and the shadow) the very substance of His Body 
and Blood; otherwise, the thing prefigured would not be better than 
that which prefigured it. 

Again, Moses, as God’s ambassador, gave commandments to the 
people and delivered to them the Covenant of the Testament sprinkled 
with blood, saying, “This is the blood of the Testament.” Our Lord 
(of whom Moses was a figure) having given to His disciples a new 
Commandment and a new Testament, gave, in very truth, His Blood 
to seal it, at the Last Supper; otherwise the thing shadowed forth in 
the Old Law was not fulfilled. 

So, too, since the manna was bread from heaven, the Eucharist, 
too, must be “Bread from heaven,” and a most excellent Bread, since 
the thing signified is more excellent than that which shadows it forth; 
and in truth, it is none other than the “Living Bread come down from 
heaven,” who assures us Himself, “The Bread that I will give is My 


Flesh for the life of the world” (John 6:52). 


The Reality in the New 


We come now to the New Testament and the proofs of the Real 
Presence that are to be found therein. We have, in the first place, the 
express promise of Christ that He would give His Flesh as bread for the 
life of the world (John, 6). Then we have the fulfillment of this prom- 
ise at the Last Supper, as recorded by three of the Evangelists and by 
St. Paul (Matt. 26; Mark, 14; Luke, 22; 1 Cor. 11). The Divine words 
are plain, and their meaning unmistakable: “This is My Body; This 
is My Blood.” Lastly, we have the mind of the Apostolic Church as 
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expressed by St. Paul, where he declares that the Chalice is the com- 
munion of the Blood of Christ, the Bread, the partaking of the Body of 
Christ (1 Cor. 11:27), and this in so real a sense that whoever eats 
or drinks unworthily is guilty of the Body and Blood of the Lord; he 
eats and drinks to his own undoing, bringing the judgment of God 
down upon himself. The Apostle reckons it a sacrilege to receive un- 
worthily. He insists upon the need of one’s proving oneself before re- 
ceiving, that is, of seeing to it that one be not unworthy; and says of 
those who behave as if the Eucharist were ordinary bread that they fail 
to “discern the Body of the Lord,” which must be really present to be 
really discerned. 

From these texts it follows that either the Real Presence is a Divine 
fact Divinely revealed, or Jesus Christ is not God. Words could not 
convey a plainer meaning than those used by Our Lord. The Jews took 
Him at His word, and many of them, not believing Him to be God, said, 
“How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” And because they found 
His saying hard, they went their way and walked no longer with Him. 
His Apostles, believing Him to be God and having the words of eternal 
life, also took Him at His word, and saw in the Eucharist, not common 
bread and wine, but the Body and Blood of the Redeemer. 

The whole Christian world for the first fifteen hundred years, and 
the great majority of Christians since then, have taken Him at His word, 
and despite the “hardness” of the saying, have firmly believed His Body 
to be present in the Eucharist under the form of bread and His Blood 
under the form of wine. 

Now, if Christ is God, as He is in all truth, He must have foreseen 
that those who believed in Him would take His words in their obvious 
and natural meaning, would bend the knee before the tabernacle and 
adore the Host. Suppose, for the sake of argument, that they were 
deceived in so taking Him at His word: it is plain that He could have 
forestalled such deception by one word from His mouth. That word 
was never spoken. Therefore, as surely as Jesus Christ is God, truthful 
and omniscient, so surely is He really present on our altars in the Most 
Holy Sacrament. The Real Presence is the Divinely enacted sequel of 
the Incarnation. Either the Word has not been made flesh, and the 
Catholic religion is false at its very core, or the Word-made-flesh takes 
the form of bread to feed the souls of men. 


Transubstantiation 


The doctrine of the Real Presence has, in like manner, its necessary 
sequel in the doctrine of Transubstantiation. The former defines the Di- 
vine fact, the latter defines the Divine mode in which that fact is brought 
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about. Jesus Christ is really present in the Eucharist when by virtue of 
the Divine words of Consecration, what was bread becomes His Body 
and what was wine becomes His Blood. The literal truth of the Real 
Presence hangs wholly on the literal truth of the words of Consecration. 
Either Our Lord is really present by virtue of these words, or He is not 
present at all. But if the words, “This is My Body” are literally true, 
that which “this” stands for is no longer bread. The word “this” stands 
for one thing, not for two things. Now, that a thing should be bread 
and not bread at one and the same time—bread and the Body of Christ 
— involves a contradiction, and Jesus Christ is not the God of contradic- 
tions, but the God of truth. And as surely as He is the God of truth, 
so surely are the words of Consecration literally true; so surely, by 
virtue of them, is bread changed into His Body and wine into His Blood. 
Jesus Christ is the Word-made-flesh, the Word of God, the Word of 
omnipotence, the creative Word, who makes the things that are not to 
be, and changes the inner nature of the things that are. Keener than 
any two-edged sword, the Divine Word reaches even unto the division 
of substance and accident in the elements, upholds the latter in its being, 
and transmutes the substance into the Living Bread that nourishes unto 
life everlasting and the Living Wine that still runs red for the redemp- 
tion of men. 


Two Other Mysteries of the Eucharist 


Bound up with the Real Presence and Transubstantiation are two 
other mysteries: 1) the permanence of the accidents of bread and wine 
after the change of substance; 2) the presence of Our Lord’s Body in 
heaven and on so many altars at one and the same time. 

The first mystery lies in this, that the accidents (the taste, the 
olor, the shape, and all that appears to the senses) remain without 
a subject—a thing to which they may adhere. We have nothing like 
this anywhere; no parallel to it; nothing that can help us to understand 
it. It is here that the miracle of the Eucharist differs from the miracle 
wrought at the marriage feast of Cana. At Cana, what at first was wa- 
ter became wine, not only in substance but in accidents as well. To the 
sight and smell and taste of the guests at the wedding feast, the water 
became wine. But on our altars, after the wondrous change has been 
wrought, that which was wine, though in reality wine no longer, seems 
such to the senses. And the senses do not deceive us; that which was 
bread has still all the appearances of bread, and that which was wine 
has all the appearances of wine. Our senses deal only with the outward 
‘qualities of things; they can tell,us nothing of the inner nature. The 
outward qualities, or accidents, remain, and our senses are true when 
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they attest that such is the case. Relying on this testimony of the senses, 
the intellect, in the order of nature, would declare the substance of the 
bread and wine to be there too. But the intellect that has received into 
itself the light of Divine faith, discerns, as the Apostle put it, the Body 
of the Lord. 

In the things of faith, the things of the unseen world, we often go 
straight against that which appears to the senses. Take the case of the 
Incarnation itself. God the Son, the Second Person of the Blessed 
Trinity, was born of the Virgin Mary. Yet outwardly He in no way 
differed from other men. If you went by what the senses told you of 
Him, you would look upon Him as a mere man. To the Jews, who went 
by what sensibly appeared, He was merely a man. And when He de- 
clared that He was God, they wished to stone Him to death as a blas- 
phemer. On the other hand, when Simon Peter confessed Him to be 
“Christ, the Son of the Living God,” he went by faith, not by the senses. 
And Our Lord declared him to be blessed, because he had received 
from the Father in heaven the faculty of seeing things other than they 
seemed to his senses. Now, just as Peter saw one thing and believed 
another—saw a man, but believed Him to be God—so we, by the same 
gift of faith, see, in this Divine Mystery, and taste, what seems to be 
bread, but what we believe to be and what is truly the Body of Christ. 

The other mystery is the Presence of Our Lord in heaven and on 
our altars at one and the same time. This mystery we simply believe, as 
we do so many other mysteries, without trying to account for or explain 
it. One thing, however, we must bear in mind. Our Lord’s presence 
in the Holy Eucharist, though no whit the less real, is altogether dif- 
ferent from His presence in heaven. He is in heaven as He was while 
He yet dwelt among men in this mortal life, only that His Body is 
glorified. But in the Eucharist He is present after a spiritual manner, 
after the manner that the soul is in the body, whole and entire in each 
part, or as God is in the universe, wholly present in every part of it. 

A glorified body has spiritual properties, and we know that Our 
Lord, after the Resurrection, entered the room where the disciples were 
gathered, while the doors were shut. The Body of Our Lord is present 
in the Eucharist, not as a body, not as an extended thing, but as a 
substance; for the substance of the bread was changed into the sub- 
stance of Our Lord’s Body; and as the substance of the bread is in every 
particle of the bread, so the Body of Our Lord is in every particle of 
the Host, no matter how small. It is present in the whole Host when 
undivided, and in every part of the Host when divided; somewhat simi- 
lar to the way that a man’s face is in a mirror, and is still in every part 
of the mirror when this is broken into pieces. But comparisons and 
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illustrations are of little help. They fall far too short of the great mys- 
tery of the Sacramental presence of the Savior on our altars. 

Let us therefore renew the fervor of our devotion on the feast of 
Corpus Christi, and adore in love and faith this wondrous mystery of 
the Real Presence of Our Lord in the Holy Eucharist. Let us accept 
it with simple faith on the testimony of Christ Himself, not curiously 
seeking to fathom Divine things, but patiently waiting, like faithful 
children, for the revelations of heaven and the full understanding of all 
the mysteries of our holy Faith. This world is the place for faith; 
heaven is the place of vision. 

(From: “Eucharist and Priest’’) 


“His” Feast 


MONG the many feasts celebrated each year by Holy Mother 
Church, only one bears the distinction of having been requested 
by Our Lord Himself—that of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This 
feast, then, has special claims on our love and devotion. Yet it 

is a regrettable fact that, although one hundred years have passed since 
that feast was extended to the Universal Church by Pope Pius IX, it is 
still unknown even to many devout Catholics, or, if known, is not ob- 
served with the precision and solemnity it deserves. When requesting 
this feast through St. Margaret Mary, Jesus explicitly asked that it be 
kept on the Friday after the octave of Corpus Christi. It should not, 
then, be deferred to the following Sunday, for to do so robs it of the 
special character which Our Lord intended it should have, aside from 
the fact that it does not fully carry out His wishes. , He desired this 
feast to be one of loving reparation to His Sacred Heart for the coldness 
and ingratitude of so many souls, even of His so-called “friends,” and 
for the many sins and outrages committed against Him in the Sacra- 
ment of His Love. For this reason He purposely designated Friday, 
the day on which He suffered and died for the world’s salvation. Be- 
cause of its being consecrated by the shedding of the Precious Blood 
and the immolation of the Lamb of God for the sins of the world, Fri- 
day is of all days of the week the one most suited for reparation, where- 
as Sunday is by its nature a day of joy and triumph in remembrance 
of Our Lord’s Resurrection. 

Being a movable feast, depending for its date upon the time of 
Easter, the feast of the Sacred Heart comes early this year—on the 8th 
of June; so that the Novena in preperation for the feast commences 
on the 31st of May. 
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Because of its importance this year as the focal point of the Cen- 
tennial celebration of the extension of the Feast of the Sacred Heart 
to the Universal Church, it is fitting that we observe it with special 
solemnity and devotion. May it be a day of joy and consolation for 
the Divine Heart of Jesus because of the great outpouring of love of 
devoted hearts the world over, in gratitude for the countless blessings 
which have come to us from that Love-glowing Heart, in reparation for 
the inconceivable indifference and ingratitude with which that love has 
been requited through the years by so many human hearts. 


Enthronement in the Home 


Outside of having Holy Mass celebrated in honor of the Sacred 
Heart, and of devoutly assisting at the Holy Sacrifice and receiving 
Holy Communion in the spirit of reparation, doubtless one of the most 
favored and acceptable ways of honoring the Sacred Heart devised by 
human piety is that of the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the 
Home. Because of our oft-repeated recommendation and explanation 
of this practice, we believe it is familiar to most, if not all, of our 
readers, and needs no further explanation here.* We are happy to say 
that thousands have responded to our appeals for the Enthronement and 
Night Adoration in the Home. For these devoted families and lovers 
of the Sacred Heart, no reminder is needed to renew their Act of Con- 
secration on the Feast of the Sacred Heart, and to keep this day as a 
special “family feast.” But to those who have not yet consecrated 
your homes to the Sacred Heart by the Enthronement we would address 
an earnest plea that you do so now, not only to give joy and honor to 
the Sacred Heart, but also to draw down His richest blessing upon 
yourself and upon the whole Church—yes, upon the whole world, which 
so much needs God’s blessing and mercy in our distressing times. 

As a most powerful means of promoting the Social Reign of the 
Sacred Heart, the Work of the Enthronement has received the whole- 
hearted approval and blessing of all the Popes who have reigned since 
its inception—from St. Pius X, who launched it not only with His 
blessing but even commanded that it be undertaken, to our own glo- 
riously reigning Pontiff, Pope Pius XII. In the light of world events 
and of God’s dealings with men through the centuries, it would seem 
that this work has been providentially designed for our present day. 
For it is specially fitted to rekindle the love of God in hearts grown cold 
and indifferent toward their Creator and Redeemer—a defection so 

*For those not acquainted with the Enthronement, we recommend 
our booklet ‘“‘Enthronement of the Sacred Heart and Night Adoration 


in the Home,’’ price 15¢; reduction on 50 or more. Order from: — 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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pronounced in our times, when the world is in danger of perishing 
because of its abandonment and rejection of that God who in His in- 
finite mercy and love created and redeemed it and wishes now to save 
and sanctify it through His Holy Spirit. 





2, A to the asi yf 
May 31 — June 8 


E MOST cordially invite all our friends and readers to unite 
with us in the solemn Novena to the Sacred Heart which we will 
offer between the feast of Corpus Christi and that of the Sacred Heart, 
according to our annual custom, in each of our five Sanctuaries of Per- 
petual Adoration (located at Clyde, Missouri; Mundelein, Illinois; 
Tucson, Arizona; Kansas City, Missouri; and San Diego, California). 
As usual, the Novena will be formally opened in each community 
with the recitation of the Litany of the Sacred Heart by all the mem- 
bers, during Benediction following the solemn procession with the 
Blessed Sacrament on the feast of Corpus Christi, and will end in the 
same manner on the feast of the Sacred Heart. On each day of the 
Novena, the Litany will be prayed by the whole community in unison 
during Benediction each morning, and by the official adorers, kneeling 
before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed, at every hour of the day 
and night. 

Our special intention will be for the extension of the reign of the 
Sacred Heart in all hearts and all nations, and to offer reparation for 
the countless crimes committed against the Sacred Heart in the Blessed 
Sacrament. Other intentions will be those mentioned for the Holy 
Spirit Novena. We will pray, likewise, for the intentions of all our 
readers and benefactors, and ask the Sacred Heart to shower special 
blessings upon all. Those who wish may send us a list of the inten- 
tions they desire included in the Novena, and we will place them on the 
altar of exposition, to be remembered in a special way. These should 
be addressed to:— 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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A Tribute to Mother Love 


N the second Sunday of May, our nation pays annual tribute to 

Motherhood in the observance of Mother’s Day. The world has 
realized that the truest friend on earth is our mother; that her love 
differs from all other love that we find in the world; that mother-love 
is a love which seems even to appreciate sacrifice. It goes beyond 
and acts, not in the subject itself, but in the object loved. So deeply 
is this ingrained in the mother that it is the sweetest object of con- 
templation, the courage and solace of poor mortals. Because of this, 
our country has set aside a day to venerate this human mother-love 
and to impress upon our hearts this outstanding maternal characteristic. 

Throughout the country, sons and daughters show their love and 
affection and loyalty to their mother by tributes of many kinds. But 
doubtless no tribute is more pleasing to a Catholic mother than Holy 
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Mass and Communion and a spiritual bouquet offered for her intention. 

And on this day, let us not forget the Mother of mothers—our 
spiritual Mother, Mary. She is the mother of our spiritual life, and 
the one through whom all heaven’s gifts come to us. She is the most 
beautiful, the most perfect ideal of motherhood, for in her, motherhood 
reached the highest possible dignity. Let us rejoice her motherly 
heart not only by adorning her altars and shrines with beautiful flowers, 
but also by offering her the beautiful unfading flowers of virtue and 
the precious Gift of her Divine Son offered on the altar and received 
into our heart in Holy Communion. 


No Better Life 


O N EACH corner of the top of the baldachin of the Exposition Al- 
tar in our Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration in Tucson stands 
an angel blowing a trumpet, as it were, to the four corners of the earth. 
How symbolically these angels represent the call of Our Lord that goes 
out to souls to come and spend their lives as Perpetual Adorers of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament, for vocations to our Congregation of Perpetual 
Adoration have come from nearly every State in the Union. 

Many, even. Catholic fathers and mothers, have the mistaken idea 
that a life of immolation and sacrifice in a religious vocation is gloomy 
and almost unbearable. But those who have followed the Master, the 
Spouse of souls, with docility and simplicity wherever He has led, know 
there is no better life! Such a life is better than any other because the 
most beautiful way of living a life is to spend it. It is better because it 
presupposes and glorifies the noblest love—the love of God and souls. 
It is better because God’s is the only love that it is absolutely faithful, 
that is completely for our good, the only love that allows of adoration, 
that permits all lesser loves to remain pure and to become eternal. It 
is a better life because it has been freed from all trifling and ephemeral 
concerns, from petty egoism. It is a life dedicated to a great work. It 
is a better life because “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

A religious by her vows becomes the Spouse of Christ, and St. 
Margaret Mary said with naive discernment of this espousal: “Our Lord 
showed me that He was the handsomest, the richest, and the most ac- 
complished of lovers.” And let no one say that generous lovers are sad, 
ill-tempered, or sullen. “The lover flieth, runneth and rejoiceth.” (Imi- 
tation of Christ.) 

Young ladies, between the ages of 16 and 28, who feel an attrac- 
tion to spend their lives in the work and prayer life connected with the 
Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, are invited to apply to: 


Rev. Mother Prioress General, 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Captivity Made Captive 


N THE general rejoicing of the Church in heaven and on earth dur- 

ing the glad Easter season, the Church Suffering is not neglected. 
Assuredly, these are precious and important days for the Poor Souls 
as well as for ourselves. As Jesus after His Death descended into the 
realm of the dead and showed us the path leading there, so also the 
Church and every Christian soul can obtain for the sufferers in purga- 
tory a share in the Sacrifice of the Cross and the Resurrection. In 
the time after the Ascension, one verse from the Psalms is often on the 
Church’s lips: “Ascending on high, He has led captivity captive.” 
This exultant praise and thanksgiving can well be made to apply to the 
souls in purgatory, if only we will be alert and charitable in sharing 
the abundant merits of these days with them. 


Surely the Ascension must be one of the favorite feasts of purga- 
‘tory, for this place of purification is built in a “heaven-ward” style. 
with its every pain and desire an ascension. There the thousands of 
souls yearn unceasingly for heaven and hope ardently that the words of 
the Psalmist will soon come true .for them: “Thou hast ascended on 
high; Thou hast led captivity captive!” Can we think of these words 
without praying sincerely: “Yes, Blessed Redeemer, make these poor 
sufferers Your captives and take them with You from this place of pain. 
as precious prizes, to the glories of heaven where You are enthroned 
at the right hand of the Father.” 


After the Ascension comes Pentecost, and what better time to plead 
with the Advocate, with the Comforter, expressly sent us by Our Savior, 
to send rays and streams of His consolation and grace to the souls in 
purgatory whe are so worthy and so greatly in need of consolation? 
Let us often repeat for them this verse of the Sequence from the Pente- 
cost Mass: “Give them virtue’s sure reward, Give them Thy salvation, 
Lord, Give them joys that never end! Amen.” 


Finally, on the last day of May, the month of Mary, we have this 
year the beautiful feast of Corpus Christi. Let us go to the Tabernacle, 
then; let us beseech Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament to intercede 
for the poor souls, and let us beg the One who gave us His very Body 
and Blood, to be merciful to them, reminding Him that “those who eat 
this Bread shall live forever!” And let a worthy reception of Holy 
Communion on their behalf assure the suffering souls that we are doing 
our utmost to obtain for them the fruit of His Redemption. Mary is 
the Mother of Mercy and Queen of Purgatory, and she longs to be able 
to release the souls suffering there. How pleasing then must be our 
prayers in their behalf, as if they were a rope in her hands with which 
she can draw them out of their deep prison nearer to heaven till she 
brings them at last to their eternal throne. 
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Little Lovers’ League 


ID you know that there is a glorious Birthday this month, dear 
Little Lovers? Yes, one of the greatest Birthdays of all the 
year falls on Sunday, May 20th. It is the birthday of your Moth- 
er—the Mother of your soul—the Church. Pentecost is called 
the Birthday of the Church because on that day the Holy Spirit descend- 
ed on the Apostles and filled them with the faith, the courage and the 
wisdom to go out and spread far and wide the kingdom of God on earth, 
which is the Church. But have you ever really thought about how 
true a mother the Church is to you? She gives you spiritual birth in 
her Sacrament of Baptism; She feeds you with the Body and Blood of 
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist; when you are small and weak, She makes 
you brave and strong with her Sacrament of Confirmation; when you 
are sick with sin, She heals you with the Sacrament of Penance in con- 
fession. What more could a mother do for you! Then, are you trying 
to be grateful for all this? Are you living up to what so wonderful a 
Mother has a right to expect from her children? 


If you feel that you would like to be a better child to such a great 
Mother, ask the Holy Spirit to help you, because Pentecost is His very 
special feast also. Though you may find it rather hard to think about 
the Third Person of the Trinity because He did not become man, like 
the Second Person, but appeared only as a dove or a flame or a strong 
wind, yet He is a very real Person, indeed! When Jesus. left heaven to 
become man, the Holy Spirit came with Him, to guide, encourage and 
give wisdom and strength. And this is still the work of the Third Per- 
son. Jesus told us that He would send us the Holy Spirit to be our 
“Comforter’—to be our guide when we cannot find the way, our 
strength when we feel weak and helpless, our light when we need di- 
rection and wisdom. You wouldn’t try to cross the ocean in a ship 
which had no pilot, would you? Well then, don’t try to cross the ocean 
of life without that best of all pilots—the Holy Spirit! Ask Him to 
guide the ship of your life to its port in heaven, to make you sail a 
straight course despite the winds of temptation, to be the light shining 
on your path, so that you can become children of whom Mother Church 
may rightly be proud! 

PRACTICE: During May, month of Our Blessed Mother, Patroness 
of Little Lover’s League, try to win at least one new member for our 
League and pray three Hail Mary’s daily that Mary may draw many 
souls closer to her Divine Son in the Blessed Sacrament. 

ASPIRATION: Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, pray for us. 
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A Mantle for Mary 
(A Legend of Long Ago) 


M ANY, many years ago, in a small village nestled at the foot of a 

great mountain, lived three young girls who loved the Blessed 
Virgin and used to gather flowers from the meadows and fields to place 
before her statue. May was their favorite month; whole armfuls of 
flowers they brought to her statue and wove crowns of sweet blossoms 
to place on her head. They also had the custom of praying the Rosary 
together before the Blessed Sacrament every evening during this month, 
when the church was filled with the perfume of their flowers. Seeing 
them kneeling there evening after evening, the Pastor used to smile and 
say: “You are weaving a mantle for Mary with your Rosaries. See 
that you embroider it with care and loving attention!” Saying this he 
looked rather severely at the two younger girls, who often prayed rather 
carelessly, looking around to admire their flower-offerings, instead of 
imitating the eldest girl who prayed with all the love her heart could 
muster. 

One evening on the last day of the month when the girls were 
praying as usual, the Blessed Virgin appeared to them. Smiling, she 
stood in front of the oldest girl, wearing a beautiful mantle of heavenly 
blue which seemed woven of stars and moonlight. On it were em- 
broidered what appeared to be roses, but roses never seen on earth, 
sparkling and shimmering with colors of gold and red and white. Say- 
ing nothing, she blessed this girl lovingly, then turned to the next one. 
This time her smile was not so joyful and her mantle had grown much 
duller, turning to a pale earthen color. Having blessed her also, the 
Virgin came to the last of the trio. She looked sad now and her mantle 
was torn and ugly. Weeping bitter tears, the little girl cried: “Oh, 
Blessed Mother! I have spoiled your beautiful mantle, by my careless, 
hurried prayers. Please, please forgive me and let me try again!” 
At this the Blessed Virgin smiled and nodded, then disappeared. 

And when next year they saw her again, each of the little girls 
was able to see the Blessed Mother in a glorious mantle woven of roses 
—the roses she likes best of all—prayers said with all one’s heart and 
soul and loving attention. 


32 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


For the Feasts of May 





WHAT IS GOD? — A simple, yet inspiring presentation of God as 
Creator, Providence and Love. Some thoughts on prayer which will help you 
to pray better. 


GEMS FROM THE LITURGY FOR THE FEASTS OF OUR LORD— 
PART I and PART II — Two booklets composed of sacred texts and prayers 
from the Liturgy to assist the user to enter deeply into the spirit of the 
feasts of the time. Part I — 96 pages — 20¢ (Advent to Pentecost) contains 
the feast of Ascension and Finding of the Cross. Part II — 96 pages — 20¢ 
(Pentecost to Advent) has the feasts of Pentecost, Blessed Trinity, Corpus 
Christi, Sacred Heart and others. 


DEVOTION TO THE HOLY SPIRIT — What more profitable reading 
could we choose for this season than a booklet on the Holy Ghost? For most 
Catholics, the Holy Spirit is the unknown or forgotten God; they know little 
about Him and seem to care less. This neglect can be disastrous for their 
spiritual life, of which He is the source and preserver. Use this booklet to 
help develop a strong devotion to the Third Person of the Trinity. Contains 
many beautiful prayers. 


DEVOTION TO THE HOLY TRINITY — This fundamental Mystery of 
our Faith is one that broadens and deepens our spiritual living. An apprecia- 
tion of the Trinity can lift us to a better life and a more fruitful use of 
prayer and the Sacraments. 


FOR THE FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI — The following booklets will 
help you understand and celebrate this beautiful feast with richer benefit 
and fruit. 


God with Us A Novena of Holy Communions 
The Holy Eucharist, Our All Eucharistic Miracles 
Eucharistic Heart Talks with Jesus My Daily Visit 


FOR THE FEAST OF ST. RITA — ST. JUDE AND ST. RITA — These 
two Saints are known as the comforters of the desperate, the unfailing helpers 
when things look blackest; they bring help when the case is “‘impossible’’. 


Each booklet 15¢, except the second named. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 








Let these Booklets help you to dedicate May to 


The Queen of ‘Flearts 


Heart of Our Mother and Queen —Shows how the Immaculate 


Heart of Mary is the surest and swiftest guide to Christ. 


Devotion to Mary — Know what real devotion to the Blessed Mother 


means and draw the benefit of it into your own life. 


Under Mary’s Mantle - 


birth to death; be safe under her heavenly mantle. 


To Jesus 
Through Mary 


“A secret of grace” 
revealed by one of 
Mary’s saints, show- 
ing how our Blessed 
Mother is a channel 
of grace and in what 
perfect devotion to 


her consists, 


Mary can be our powerful protector from 


The Mysteries 
of Mary 


A help to a better 
participation in six- 
teen of Mary’s great 
feasts, with its 
devotional explana- 
tion of the mystery 
and a prayer that 
may be used for a 
novena. 


Communion Devotions in Union with Mary —Let the Blessed 
Mother show you how to prepare for and make a good thanksgiving after 
Holy Communion. 


The Rosary, My Treasure Mary’s own devotion is indeed a treas- 
ure of grace and blessings to those who know how to value it and say it with 


meaning. 


Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for All the Feasts of Mary 
— A booklet to keep handy as a means of drawing greater fruit from Mary’s 
feasts. Beautiful prayers and devotions. 128 pages. 25¢ 


All booklets 15¢ except the last named. 
Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





